CONTEMPORARY
JAZZ/PERFORMER
BASSES

THE SOUND THAT CREATES LEGENDS




Thank You.

We are pleased that you have selected one of our
fine quality Fender basses. This instrument
combines the highest quality components with the
finest workmanship and is warranted to give you
complete satisfaction.

The Jazz Bass Special and the Performer
Bass contain many features and new improvements
developed by Fender engineers. As a result, you are
assured of receiving an instrument of superior
quality, lasting beauty and exceptional playability.

We urge you to take the time to read this
manual and familiarize yourself with the many
new features and capabilities of this instrument.



Jazz Bass Special Features:
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Performer Bass Features:
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The TBX Control provides both the conventional
Fender sound and unique new sounds. Advancing
the knob counterclockwise from the detent position
gradually filters off high frequencies, moving the
sound from bright to more mellow to provide all
the Fender tonal characteristics previously
available. Until now this has been the primary
method of making tonal adjustments on electric
guitars, but with the TBX Control, you also now
have the option of adding presence and brightness
by actually shifting the frequency response of the
pickup. This is done by rotating the knob clockwise
from the detent position. With this added
capability, the TBX provides a whole new range of
sounds not previously available.

PICKUP SELECTOR SWITCH

The Pickup Selector Switch allows you to select the
rhythm or lead pickup, or both simultaneously.
Placing the toggle in the down position activates
the lead pickup; the up position activates the
rhythm pickup; the middle position activates both
simultaneously.



To make these adjustments, you will need the
following:
1—2mm Allen Wrench (supplied)
1—5mm Allen Wrench (supplied)
1—3mm Allen Wrench (supplied)
1—Capo
1— Mechanic’s Feeler Gauge
1—6” {15.2 cm) Mechanic’s ruler

Caution: It is important to do these interdependent
adjustments in the order presented. Failure to
follow the proper sequence may produce
undesirable results.

1. Tuning
Tune the instrument to standard pitch.

2. Adjust Neck Curvature (Truss Rod)

Each Fender bass is carefully adjusted at the
factory. The truss rod and string height are set for
optimum action and playability with regular gauge
strings.

Under normal tension, the neck should have a
slight concave curvature. By creating a counter-
acting force, the truss rod prevents the neck from
bending excessively under the stress placed on it by
the strings. The tension on the rod is adjustable so
the correct curvature can be achieved by regulating
the neck’s resistance to string tension.



Regular Setting:
4th String: 5/327 (2.96 mm)
ard String: 9/64” ({(3.57 mm)
2nd String: 9/64” (3.57 mm)
1st String: 1/8” (3.17 mm)}

Each bridge section (saddle) may be individually
adjusted to the desired height by turning the two
Height Adjustment Screws, using the 2mm Allen
Wrench (supplied). Clockwise motion raises the
saddle and counterclockwise motion lowers it. Use
the mechanic’s feeler gauge to test your settings
against the above standards. The instrument
should be adjusted so that it provides comfortable
playability, free of rattle. The optimum height
adjustment varies from player to player due to
differences in technique and playing styles. The
recommended regular settings in this booklet have
proven to be ideal for most players.

Be sure that both height adjustment screws of
each bridge section rest firmly against the bridge
plate. Also be sure that each bridge section is
parallel to the bridge plate after adjustment.

4. Nut Height

The nut height on Fender basses is preset at the
factory, and normally does not require further
adjustments. Adjusting nut height requires proper



6. Adjust Intonation

The bridge allows length adjustment of each string
to allow proper intonation. For optimum results,
these adjustments should be made when the strings
are in new condition. Tune the bass. Set the pickup
selector switch to the neck pickup position and the
tone and volume control at the maximum settings.
Check the intonation of each string with an
electronic tuner by playing the open string
harmonic at the 12th fret and comparing this note
with the note produced by fretting the string at the
12th fret. The pitch should be the same + or - 1
cent (1/100th of a semitone).

If the fretted note is sharp, the string must be
lengthened by moving the saddle back. This is done
by turning the appropriate intonation adjustment
screw at the rear of the bridge clockwise. If the
fretted note is flat, the string must be shortened by
moving the saddle forward. This is done by turning
the adjustment screw counterclockwise. After each
adjustment, retune and repeat the test and
adjustments until the harmonic and the fretted
note both produce the same pitch.
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